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The Talk of an Extra Session of
the Legisiature.

‘What is the most striking synonym of
. failure? In the good old days of the
flintlock firearm, when the ignition of
‘the gunpowder by the friction spark
of the flint failed to discharge the
. weapon they used to call it a flash in
the pan. Governor HUGHES'S direct
nominations project seems likely to be
& flash in the pan. '
. There is no genuine or widespread
‘public sentiment in favor of it. "

We are doubtful whether the most
ardent supporters of the measure really
understand it themselves. We are cer-
tain that they are incapable of making
! its meaning plain to others.

. Inany event the measure is obviously
80 complicated and cumbersome and
‘#0 difficult of execution as to be intol-
erably burdensome and expensive. In
order to administer its provisions a per-
manent class of professional politicians,
under pay from the State, will have to
‘emtablished in both of the great polit-

' parties.
will be far worse than any evil
foh now exists in our electoral sys-
mjor in our methods of nominating
‘candidates for public office.

There is no general sentiment in favor
‘of the direct nominations scheme among
the Republican legislators at Albany or
in-the constituencies which they repre-
.mept. . Nevertheless, it is asserted by
#omd of the Governor's friends that he |
will ¢all a special session if the Legisla- |
ture adjourns without passing the bill. |

will be an abuse of Executive power. To
' recommend the enactment of a law is
thing; to dragoon the Legislature

proper; the second is outrageous.
‘Jt 'should be clearly understood that |
this is a guestion of expediency, not a |
tion of morals at all. Governor |
% is undoubtedly a good man:f
but it does not follow that every one is '
a bad man who thinks that his direct |
~pominations project is a mistake. Hef
. had never given the subject any con- |
‘sideration whatever himself until after !
® was ushered into the executive
chamber at Albany; and even then he .
“was at first in favor onlv of a permissive |
gystem of direct nominations and op- |
' posed to the mandatory scheme which
he now advocates.
All the political wisdom of the Repub- |
~ lican party in the State of New York is |
- not' concentrated under the high hat
' worn by CHARLES Evans HUGHES.

. "The Many Sided Higher Life.

¢

We have become aware of a sporadic
proclivity on the part of the press to|
touch with a certain severity upon the'
“adyentitious and effective retort of our |
late President on the occasion of a re-
mark made by Judge PARKER during'!
the campaign cf 1904. The latter had |
declared at a critical moment of the |
mtest that the corporations were con- |
fributing money in aid of the Republi-
can candidate, whereupon Mr. RooSE-
VELT denounced Judge PARRKER before
“fhe nation as an uncommonly gratui-
" tous and repulsive liar.
% #This denunciation was delivered by
y, ROOSEVELT in terms so eloquent
his honest indignation and of his
sense of the personal outrage done him
by Judge PARKER'S gross imputation
_ that the whole country applauded.
Even Judge PARKER himself appeared
+ ‘t be convinced and to suffer painfully
' Jrom a mnatural compunction. Indeed,
_the Judge remained inarticulate for
over two years.
Now that Mr. ROOSEVELT has gone
i . hunting in Africa in satisfaction of an
‘ obligation inadvertently incurred when
«-he had reason to regard Mr. TAFT's
i eandidacy as fictitious, various learned
' gournalists permit themselves to moral-
.izeupon the episode. They criticise Mr.
‘ROOSEVELT gravely for his action, and
they even go so far as to base their
stri¢tures upon the ground that money
actually had been given by corporations
to aid Mr. ROOSEVELT'S campaign at
the time that Judge PARKER made his
rash and ill considered assertion. The
course of these publicists, belated as it
18, gives us some concern. Indeed, the
highest authority upon the subject of
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able to THE SUN. |

President and Treas- |

In onr judgment such action on his part | ministered according to the instincts,

into enactirg it is another. The first is |
| flections are fully realized only on occa-

at Mr. ROOSEVELT'S request, Mr. ROOSE-
veELT, with even greater affability than
he had shown in the case of Judge
PARKER, promptly qualified Mr. Eb-
WARD HENRY HARRIMAN as a malig-
nant and scandalous liar. There the
matter should, in the nature of things,
have rested. Mr, HARRIMAN, however,
with an indiscretion which he rarely
betrays, allowed himself to show a
little feeling and even went so far as to
produce certain correspondence which
had passed between himself and Mr.
| ROOSEVELT. Thereupon Mr. ROOSE-
VELT unhesitatingly confirmed Mr. HAR-
RIMAN'S statement as to the money con-
tributed, and lengthened and broadened
and thickened his estimate of Mr. HAR-
RIMAN'S quality as a liar.

The learned publicists we have re-
ferred to dwell at this time with dis-
tinct disapproval upon this conduct of
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S, and have even ap-
proached the point of characterizing
it as mendacious. What is it that has
occurred to change so radically their
minds? What do they now pretend that
they would have had Mr. ROOSEVELT
do when the Parker episode occurred,
or when HARRIMAN went into print?

Mr. ROOSEVELT was the President
of the United States, and in his quality
as such any statement he might make
had more weight, authority and convic-
tion than any other statement that any
other man on earth might make. The
facts were relatively negligible. It
mattered little to how many persons
the facts might be actually conversant.
Mr. HARRIMAN might produce a hundred
of the President's autograph letters
in support of his assertions, might ex-
hibit his check with the President's
indorsement on it, might adduce proof
upon proof and still more proofs, and
yet against the ipsissima verba of the
President of the United States that
“EpwARD HENRY HARRIMAN is a liar!”
EpwWARD HENRY HARRIMAN would go
down every time; and the President of
the United States would stand un-
shaken! It has bean the fortune of
THEODORE ROOSEVELT to discover this
attribute of the great office of President
of the United States. It has been
THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S choice, THEO-
DORE ROOSEVELT'S deliberate decision,
to avail himself of this great attribute,
this great quasi-prerogative of his great.
his sacred trust!

There is no ascribing of limitations to
the power of the President of the United
States. They are defined only by the
limitations of the President’s imagina-
tion, by the restrictions imposed by his
moral training, by his conscience, and
by his respect for the conventions which
control the procedure of all decent and
honest men.

Great, great beyond the power of
words to convey, i8 the power of the
President of the United States! And
what spectacle under heaven so-lift-
ing, so edifying, 8o inspiring, so purely
and so nobly exalting as that of the
Presidency of these United States ad-

{ the training and the nature of a man.of
'\trurh. of courage and of the parts of
an American gentleman!

Is it not true that these beautiful re-

sions when thissame President callsupon
his fellow citizens, as he does in the
Aumber of the Otlook for this present
week of April, to join himin a “resolute

v

country and lis welfare: who have upheld the right
and not faltered, and who are able in the end to
stand forth clothed In the beautiful garments of
truth and recelve the commendatlon and ap-
proval of those whose servants they are. May
the Gop of justice and the right save the peopie
of this country from the calamity of the enact-
ment Into law of this Iniquitous bill. [Loud and
continued applause.)”

According to Mr., CHANDLER, “well
may the workingmen groan” and “well
may the farmers stand appalled” when
they look at the Payne bill. They may,
but they don't, apparently. That is
the worst of it, from the point of view
of a real tariff reformer. The people
hug their chains. Are content to “let
‘em clank,” as ARTEMUS WARD said to
the abolitionist. The too common case
of Mr. BOWERS of Mississippi shows how
the corrupt and infernal arta of pro-
tection are searing the choicest revenue
reform souls. He doesn't believe in
protection, but since it reigns he isn't
going to deprive his people of any
pudding they can get out of it:

“ 1 am practically asked, inasmuch as I cannot
lllustrate my views otherwise or be given an op-
portunity to put them into effect by reducing the
tarif upon the products which my people con-
sume and upon all products to a proper revenue
basls, to make them victims upon the protection
aliar that you have reared in order that I may
proclalm to the world that I favor a tariff for
revenue only. Nelther Democracy, fair dealing.
honest government, nor fealty to my party re-
quires it. The interests and the industrial life
of my people forbid it. My first and highest
duty Is to them. [Loud applause.]”

And so, even the virtuous yield to the
flag and the swag.

The Buster Crab.

A sluggish and helpless creature, but
a delight forever, is the buster crab.
Few people in this part of the world
are aware of the buster’s virtues when
captured, safely broiled—broiled, re-
member--and duly served for the de-
lectation of the jaded palate. As far
south as Annapolis, where the beast
prevails in great numbers, it was un-
suspected as a delicacy until 1907. Even
in New Orleans, the appointed home
of kitchen adventure and appreciation,
it was without fame or welcome twenty
vears ago. But it is and always has
been on its mg:'xts the very prince and
flower of crustaceans, so to speak.

The buster is a crab in the transition
state, a crab in a stupor of fat and flavor,
blind, helpless, unable to move or to
take care of himself. So he is passed
over. He cannot be tempted by any
bait even if he were capable of seeking
it. He is complet, and physically rap-
turous. The shell on his back is loose,
ready to fall off and release him to the
doubtful glories of the soft shell state.
He is neither hard nor soft, a thing
between the two, partaking of the
qualities of neither, sufficient unto itself;
serene, unconscious, unapproachable.
Perhape he has been heard of by few of
us because the fishermen neglect him
or do not know him. The usual appe-
tizers tempt him not at all. Chicken
heads and so forth he does not see and
cannot chase. He lies supine and mo-
tionless in his seclusion. His senses
are suspended, his appetite effaced.
He cannot be lured by any invitation.
He is sleeping, his animation is sus-
pended, and his instincts are rapt in
a supernal coma.

Nevertheless the buster crab pre-
vails wherever crab life has a home.

effort for a many sided higher life”?

The Flag and the Swag. |

|
The tender grade of that bright!
countersign “The old flag and an ap-/
propriation” ecan never die. The words |
mayv change a little; that loud throbbing |
heart of patriotism will not be stilled. |
“The old flag and a high tariff for my |
district” is tha modern substance, not |
ver made permanent in eloquent form. |
The eloguence is there, though, You’
can have it from fifty Representatives.
Protaction and poetry gush from every
spacch.  See Mr. CALDERHEAD of Mis-
sourt combine business with the most
exalted, the most exultant patriotism,
prophecy and song

“ 1 beji=ve there ought to be a tari? on hidea.
* * * A hundred million people In our brief
1ite, in another century 300,000,000 in another five
centuries, who shail pumber the multitudes that
«tand uponour land, allof them rejoicing In that
nobler spirit of life, in nobler action of life, in the
higher standard of falth and hope, and that if all
around them some kind of clouds come to disturb
the air, and threats npon one side and answers
upon the other side make the foundations of the
nation tremble, then 1 know that in that far off
day, just as intheday of the fragmentof the gen-
eration to which I belong, wheg duty calls, lib-
erty's sons will come angwering from every hill
and valley, singing the same song that we sung:
‘ 'Oh, say. can vou see, by the dawn's early light.

.

. . . . »

Oh, say, does that Star Spangied Bannper sti]l
wave
O'er the land of the free apd the home of the
brave?
" [Applause on the Republican side.)
" And it will atill be there. (Loud applause.)
A thousand years, my own Columbla, it will stil}
be there.”

Let us hope that the tariff on hides will
also be there, our Columbia. At the
least, the tariff on lumber.

Mr. HUuBBARD of West Virginia cast a
grateful eye back to the first tariff bill,
“yerified by the names of Apams and
MUnLENBERG.” “Enrolled in the close
embrace of that bill of long ago was our
material greatness of to-day.” Then
Mr. HUBBARD actually quoted Old Frrz,
and not on the rates on pottery, either:

“ Of earth's first clay they did the last man knead,
And there of the laat harvest sowed the seed,
And the first morning of creation wrote
What the last dawn of reckoning shall read.”

Mr. STURGESS of West Virginia hoped
to live to see the day when the South
will be protectionist and when:

‘seontemporary  journalisin - has  quite
lately characterized it with an extremity
.« severity that should give them pause.
" Moreover, such discourse heretofore,
during the prevalence of Mr. Roosy-
, has heen confined to but one mis-
‘uided newspaper, with consequences
. o portentous that Mr. ROOSEVELT has
at the pains to communicate them
" to the nation.
“ When Mr. Ebpwarp Hexry Hangi-
MAN by an expedient, of greas taste and
ingenuity made public the technical
and formal disclosure of the corpora-
gion cash which he had ll"f‘kl the humble
~ gneans of procuring in October of 1904

* Burying all differences growing out of the an -
| elent policics of the past, we shall go forward to
| greater helghts of prosperity and happiness under
‘ one economic policy, one destiny and one flag.”

|  He may not have so long to wait. As
| our “free trade” friends might put it in
[ their misguided and bilious way, “One
flag, one swag!” They didn't, however.
| They are too poetic. Our old friend
| the Hon. TOMBIGBEE CHANDLER of Mis-
{sissippi quoted “Vice is a monster,” and
{worked himself up to this almost re-
[ ligions climax:

f “When this battle I8 over and the smoke clears
| away, we shall sece whe have stood by the people
]and thelr Interests; who Lave becn true W thelr

Those who find him in his loosening
shell and see that he is subsequently
broiled with light dashes of good butter
and served hot upon really suitable
toast will realize a dish that has few
if any equals in this world. 1t has an
aroma, a bouquet beyond all words.
It is the consummation of all human
dreams and hopes, the apotheosis of the
soaring appetite.

The Backsliding of John Dalzell.

We are a little disappointed, but for
the first time, in the Hon. JoHN DAL-
zZELL of Pittsburg and the Committee on
Rules. He has long been a divine right
protectionist. He is known to believe
that the tariff is sacred and that the
Dingley law fell from heaven. In
his unshakable belief the chief end of
man is to pay duties. Yet we find him
condescending to human weakness, and
even straying from that steep and
thorny path of economic orthodoxy
where he has walked so long:

"1t [the Payne bill) appeals not, of course, to
the satisfaction of every Republican-no tarift
bill made by uninspired human wisdom could be
made so perfect as to respoud to the desiresof all
—but It should appeal to every truec Republican,
because it is a bill drawn along Republican lines
in accordance with Republican principles for the
protection of American Industry and the main-
tenance of an American wage.”

Uninspired! Surely Mr. DALZELL will
not pretend that the Payne bill was made
by the Republicans of the Ways and
Means Commit{ee, that it was not in-
spired, as every protective tariff bill is
inspired, by its chief beneficiaries; that
it is not a tariff of manufacturers, for
manufacturers, by manufacturers. Mr.
PaYNE and his Republican colleagues of
the Ways and Means Committee are but
the vehicles, the tripods of its inspira-
tion. Whatis the use of humbug among
friends? Everybody knows that the
tariff is inspired, and entirely for the
sake of “the toiling masses.” So, get
the thing out of the way as soon as may
be, and pray that it may yield revenue
enough, in spite of its discouragement of
imports and importers, those works and
sons of BELIAL, so that taxes on the
I side, fines on wealth or prosperity, may
not be considered necessary; but let
us never deny or forget its inspiration
or cease to thank heaven that the toil-
ing masses have friends to make a tariff
for them.

There 18 no logical foundation for a duty on
hides; there 18 no justice o a duty on hides. - The
Hon. SERENO ELISHIA PAYNE.

What have logic and justice got to do
with a tariff ? Is a duty on lumber just
and logical? Or a duty on shoes?

That lively old acquaintance RAISULI
can well afford to give up, a8 it is said he
had given up, the $100,000 of blackmail
he got from the British Government for
returning Sfr HARRY MAcCLEAN. He will
squeeze all the more fruitfully and per-
sistently the inhabitants of the district
of which he is Governor. 1s he wise,
though, in consenting to give up British
protection? He may neced it yet. For

“THE sUvansi)AY.
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he can’t reform. It is as hard to imagine
Ra1suL: reformed as the Democratio party
intelligent.

We have no doubt that he would go
smiling to the stake for the cause of Sim-
plified Spelling (if he were sure of a gal-
lery), and yet he hasn’t the higher courage
to spell his own name JaMz MATHUZ in
the catalogue of the great institution of
learning which his genius adorns.

e e S P EerCAL SR M1 BT

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

WasHINGTON, April 7.—If there is any-
thing in certain persistent goesip at this
time we shall soon see another of “my
policies® crumpled and bleeding on the
ground. The new Attorney-General, Mr.
Wickersham, is ourrently reported here as
entertaining doubts touching the virtue

‘of a great many of the prosecutions pre-

pared by Mr. Roosevelt’'s pink cheeked
young tennis players, and as having de-
cided that those whioh present no really
serious material for action shall be thrown
into the discard, so to speak, and forever
consigned to the rubbish heap.

His predecessor, Mr. Bonaparte, was
more optimistic and happy go lucky.
Without knowing much if anything of
the merits of the various cases under con-
sideration, it was his joyous opinion that
a shot into the covey might bring down
at least one pigeon, thereby adding to
the gayety of the light minded. Mr.
Wickersham, it appears, takes a less jo-
cose view of the situation. The Attorney-
General’s office has many cares and obli-
gations, and apparently his own tempera-
ment will not permit him to cater chiefly
if at all to the idle multitude’s consuming
appetite for sensation.

The question with the Attorney-General
is whether a given project of prosecution
will accomplish practical results or pro-
mote the legitimate ends of government.
He is not so sure that the torchlights and
the huzzas from the gutter may not be
dispensed with to advantage.

At all events such is the purport of
the speculation here at the capital. Mr.
Wickersham, by all accounts, is trying to
cleanse the stalls of his stables, and in
fact to level the whole barnyard. A man
who wants to do something important
will naturally begin by giving himself
elbow room. It was natural enough that
a Roosevelt should surround himself with
muck heaps so that he might caper nimbly
on the roofs thereof to make a gaping holi-
day. With Mr. Wickersham, if rumor may
be credited, the idea is to withdraw the
dunghills and to substitute clean ground
for serious aotion.

THE SPLIT INFINITIVE.

Lapses of the Great Cited In Defence of
an Abnormal Form ef Speech.

To T HE EDITOR OF THE SUN~—Sir: Why should
that eminent philologian Dr. Fraacis A. March
rage and the editor of THR SUN imagine a vain
thing, as your editorial in Sunday's issue seems
to suggest? ‘To use a split infinitive or two Is not
reprehensible when onie considers that it has at-
tained a respectable old age.

Although this form of expression is a violation
of the canons of the English language as accepted
by the purists, |t may be permitted because It
has received the sanction of literary usage. The
claim made by some that not a gr.mmar In ex-
{stence sanctions the split infinitive Is not proof
that this form of expression has no right in the
language. Mason In the twenty-frst edition
of his English Grammar, says: “The preposition
‘10’ is not an essentlal part of the infinitive mood
nor an invariable sign of it.” Another eminent
grammarian says: “It is true that the adverb s
in general more elegantly placed before the
preposition than after it, but the latter position
may sometimes contribute persplcuity, which Is
more essential than elegance; as, ‘'If any man
refuse to so implore, and to so receive pardon
let him die the death.'—Fuller, ‘On the Gospel,’
p. 200." i

Has the editor of THE SUN forgotten the now
famous dictum which, unless my memory be-
trays me, 1 read in the columns of his paper only
a few years ago. “The English language Is what
it Is and not what it ought to be. It can no more
be measured with a yardstick than it can be con-
fined in a pint pot”? (I may not have used the
exact words printed, but I have expressed at
least the gist of them.) In considering the re-
strictions within which the grammarians strive
to confine the language, should we not remember
that it came first and that {ts codification
produced the grammar? Ever since the first
grammarian laid down the rules, others set out
to correct him, In the meantime, however, usage
adjusted the lJanguage to suit the oocasion. Then,
why characterize the split infinitive as an outrage
on the English language? It is nothing of the
sort; it Is but a natural arrangement of words to
forcefully express thought, similar to that used
in another column on your editorlal page—
“SignorGiolitti * * * asheshrewdly figured.”
Jifron wrote, “To slowly tracé the forest's
shady scene,” and on this account was dubbed
‘the father of the gplitinfinitive” by the A¢ademy.
But before him Burns wrote in “The Cotter's
Saturday Night'': “Who dared to nobly stem
tyrannic pride.”

Not so long ago Professor John Farle spoke
of the split infinitive as “a new collocation,” and
“a most astounding change which has come up in
our time™; but, as stated above, it i3 not the
modern creation It Is commonly belleved to be.
Some time ago | traced it to Willlam Shakespeare
and Massinger. Professor Lounsbury hasfound
numerous examples of it Wyclif, Donne, Sir
Thomas Browne, De Foe, Samuel Johnson. Burke,
Lamb, Macaulay. Ruskin and Herbert Spencer.
Prolessor Earle, although he condemns it in one
of his works as a modern collocation, quotes an
cexample of it which occurs In Bishop Pecock,
(1450), "Forto therewith make.” It occurs also
in Coleridge, Matthew Arnold, Browning, Motley,
lowell and Holmes. Indeed. 8o respectable is
its pedigree that Dr. March need not fear any
loss in the respectabllity of his name when it
{s in the corupany of such names as | have men -
tioged. In view of all the foregoing facts that
can be easily verified, ] am amazed at your pro-
test. I'RANK H. VIZETELLY.

NEW YORK, April 7.

The Mystified Rhymer.

To THE F.DITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Just what's
the trouble, anyway? Does anybody know? It
surely isn't all about a little picture show! Is It
that painter chaps would bounce the monkeys
{rom their cage that puts the worthy *“City Club"
in such a towering rage? That “Art” or “park
invasion” should engender such a row would
indicate the monkey house should be enlarged
right now. :

And who Is this man Stover? Does anybody
know? WIll some one look him over and tell us
who s Low? Who are these palnters, anyway,
and where is Central Park? 1Is it the place where
burglars seek concealment after dark?

Is it the place where “autos” once were not
allowed to go? [ trust TH® SON will answer
this for ONE WHO WANTS TO KNOW.

BrRONXVILLE, April 7.

The Old Navy Yard Gun.
From the Norfolk Landmark.

[By the order of Admiral Tausslg, commandant
of the navy yard at this port, the historic custom
of fnring a gun at ® o'clock P. M. has beendls-
continued on the ground of useless noise.)

Good by, old gun! A hundred years

Thy voice the evening hath saluted,
And we with no irreverent ears

Have, hearing, seen old fleets recruited.

Thy boom far flung from shore to shore,
(¥'er wave and lea reverberating,

Hath summoned back the tars of yore,
Thelir anclent glories rel ing.

Agaln at Hull's or Barron’'s beek,

Or Lawrence’'s, who fought the Shannon,
Or on Decatur's dauntless deck,

Thou flashed them forth, O good old cannon!

The housewife mourns thy mellow note,
Whereby her timepicce was adjusted;
And childhood, polsed to set afloat
1ts dream bark, lacks thy signal trusted.

As when thy call rang faint or clear,

Wise heads no longer nod together,
Declding what, inerrant seer,

Thou saldst should be the morrow's weather,

For now, oid friend, thou seem’st no more,
To naval tastes so strangely polished,
Than any common raucous roar-
And thy salute hath been abollshed.

Thou art a useless noise, forsooth!
Then Is the angeius harsh and stoely —
Then are the Kremiin bells uncouth,
And the chimes In Marco's cam

APRIL 8, 1809.

THE BATTLE OF THE LEVELS,

Coenditions Affecting the Solldity of the
Gaton Dam.

To THE EpiTorR OF THE SunN—S8ir: In
THE Sunx of April 3 Major Morrow says
that no critic claims that the failures 3 to
13, due to overtopping an earthen or rock
dam by the flow of water, are applicable
to conditions at Gatun. Not only do critics
claim it, but the responsible engineers
admit the possibility of a slip lowering
the crest of the dam to a point where water
would flow over it. They differ, however,
a8 to the effect of such flow; Major Sibert,
by far the most experienced engineer on
the Isthmus in this class of construction,
says: “If the material under the dam were
displaced—enough of it—to let thedam down
80 that the water could run over the top of
it, it would all go out.® Further on he says:
“If it settled so that a litdle stream as bigas
your finger started over the top of the dam,
it would go.” Colonel Goethals, however,
says regarding the same point: “The repairs
could be made.”

As to the very true statement Major Mor-
row makes that failures 14 to 23 were due to
leakage of water along pipes laid in the em-
bankment, this cause could not operate at
Gatun; but the closely related cause of
various failures that Mr. Hill mentioned,
of water seeping along the dividing line
between rock foundation and an earth dam,
or concrete structures and the earth, amply
replaces the pipe feature as a potential risk
at Gatun.

The Major asserts that failures 35 to
40 were due to culpable and preventable
accidents resulting from faulty design.

This point gives not merely a little food for |

thought but enough to satisfy the pangs
of a starving horde. La Boca dam had to
be abandoned because not even a trestle
could be made to stand in the slime. Major
Harding stakes his reputation (acquired in
the comnstruction of Government buildings
in Washington) on the safety of the locks
asplanned. Major Sibert emphatically dis-
agrees with hiin. The big dam is planned
to reach high in the air and by its great
weight consolidate the foundations; then it
is lowered sb that the pressure shall have
less effect in pushing out the slippery clay.
The Panama railroad relocation on unsta-
ble foundations is pointed to as the example
for the Gatun dam by both Major Sibert
and Colonel Goethals, and they admit that
their deductions are drawn from it; now
that a disastrous slip has occurred in the
special part that served as a guide we are
informed by tha Colonel that “it is of no
importance and has no bearing on the case”!
Major Sibert says regarding the future
dam: .

The success of the dam depends upon having a
good foundation.

Further on he says:

The only weak point in the dam Is Its founda-
tion.

Regarding the Gatun dam, Messrs. William
H. Burr, William Barclay Parsons and
General George W. Davis, the engineering
committee, under date of February 14, 1005,
reported to Admiral Walker as follows:

The surveys and examinations which have been
made In regard to a possible .dam site across the
Chagres Riverat Gatun show that such a structure
is not possible.

On this same point Chiet Engineer Wallace
said in his report of February 1, 1905:

Exzaminations in the vicinity of Tiger Hill and
Gatun have demonstrated that the formation in
the Chagres Valley Ils such that it would be im-
practicable and inadvisable to attempt the con-
struction of a dam, even at moderate height, In
this locality.

It would certainly seem’ that “faulty de-
sign” in a matter in which the constructing
engineers are in discord, and the weight of
opinion totally against its feasibility, and
as the railroad embankment that served as
u guide has slipped away after apparently
having come to rest, should be allowed to
stand as a cause of danger so long as the
dam is persisted in.

True, ice is not a serious menace in the
Gatun lake! Piling up against a bridge
abutment ice is a great cause of danger, but
in a quiet lake or reservoir I see no reason
why the ice should weigh more than the

water which it displaces, and without fur-,

ther details not now available must hold to
the opinion that the dams 41 to 44 failed
through conditions that were ripe when the
failures occurred, and that the ice was but
incidental. In view of the many dangerous
elements at Gatun I fail to see why Major
Morrow objects to failures 45 to 52, which
were due to unknown causes.

It is a source of satisfaction that the Major
admits that failures 30 to 34 inclusive are
proper references as being “embankments
or walls undermined when built upon por-
ous or yielding material.” 1 agree that not
a single one of these failureseven approx-
imately paralleled the conditions at Gatun,
in that presumably regarding none of
them had an underground flow been deter-
mined that was limited only by the supply,
that in no case had a weight of adverse ex-
pert opinion been given suflicient to cause
any reasonable man to anticipate nothing
but failure; that in none of these cases had
a series of slips and slides developed that
made the construction simply a matter of
hope on the part of blind but discordant
enthusiasts, bereft of the example of their
railroad fill.

It certainly seems reasonable to assume
that all the cited failures were dams built
by the best available talent, even including
the timber dam which was built after the
style of our grandfathers by the rule
of thumb in vogue in this simple construc-
tion.

That 24 and 20 were not failures in the
ordinary sense 1 quite agree, but as they
were cases where the construction was
futile because of great leakage they are
particularly applicable to the case it point.
The rock under and surrounding Gatun
L.ake has been found to be exceedingly
fissured, as is natural in an earthquake
region. A large undérground flow is clearly
established, not mere seepage fed by strug-
gling springs. but streams that have such
free course through the shattered rock
that, as the editor of KEngineering News
admits on page 358 of the current number,
“they rise very rapidly when heavy rain
falls, and diminish their flow as quickly.”
This is clear and convincing evidence that
when the supply is not merely from surface
drainage but from the great pressure of
the lake the outflow will be so great that it
will be impossible to impound water to any
useful extent behind the dam (provided the
dam can be so balanced on its slippery
foundations as to stay in place).

The Gamboa dam of masonry on a rock
foundation is not to be compared to the
Gatun dam, and even this dam is necessary
only if it is desired to utilize the stored
water for power purposes. The Chagres
River over a proper spillway could flow into
a sea level canal as inoffensively as the East
River joins the Hudson or the Schuylkill
enters the Delaware. Colonel Goethals
certainly has come very far from hitting
the nail on the head when he says the time
and money required for sea level make it
prohibitive. Unless he shuts his eyes wil-
fully to his own rapid excavation achieve-
ments, and denies that night work is en-
tirely practicable, and ignores the cost
data of rock shattering and dredge work
elsewhers proved by the world's leading
authorities, he must admit that sea level
is feasible on favorable terms both as to
time and cost.

As to a preference for a lock canal on
equal terms, once expressed by a “former
chief engineer,” this is so at variance not
only with common sense but with the
opinion of every one whose opinion is worth
listening to that it is remarkable that the
Major has been willing to cite it even
though actuated by the natural desire to
give a semblance of reason to the lock type
~the type that hasty, ill considered action
has saddled on his brother officers, of pro-
ducing a hoped for “monument to engineer-
ing skill” in place of the safe, sure and
satisfactory type that those who are to use
it demand and that logic requires.

HENRY C. GRANGER,
Member American Institute of Mining
Engineers.

NEw Yorx, April 8,
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The Mecklenburg Proceedings Defended
From the Royal Records.

To THE Ep1ToR OF THE SUN—Sir: Whether
you believe there was a declaration of
independence adopted at Charlotte on
May 19-20, 1775, depends in part upon how
you interpret the language used by the
Royal Governor .of North Carolina in de-
scribing the action of the men of Mecklen-
burg on that occasion. This Governor
claims to have read the proceedings of the
delegates in print soon after they were
passed by the committee, and fortunately
has left among his Colonial papers such
minute accounts of the transactions at
Charlotte that there is no mistaking his
meaning.

On pages 38 and 39, Volume X., of “The
Colonial Records of North Carolina™ is a
copy of the Governor's address to the
Executive Council of the province dated
June 25, 1775, which after enumerating sev-
eral disloyal occurrences in the Common=
wealth continues:

And the late most treasonable publication of
a committee In the county of Mecklenburg ex-
plicltly renouncing obedlence to hls Majesty's
Government and all lawtul authority whatsoever
are such audacious and dangerous proceedings
and so dircctly tending to the dissolution of
the constitution of this province that I have
thought it Indlspensably my duty to advise with
you on the measures proper to be taken for the
maintenance of his Majesty’'s Government and
the constitution of this country, thus flagrantly
violated.

These remarks can in no way successfully
be applied to the resolves of May 31, which
the “doubters” contend are the only res-
olutions adopted at Charlotte in May,
for the “Thirty-first Resolves,” as
they are called, instead of explicitly re-
nouncing obedience to his Majesty's Gov-
ernment positively declare in Resolve 18 of
that series that they are only intended “to
be in full force and virtue * * * until
the legislative body of Gireat Britain resign
its unjust and arbitrary pretensions with
respect to America.” while on the other
hand the declaration of May 19-20 fulfils
the Governor’s description as recorded in
the address to the Executive Council in
Resolve 2, where it declares that “We the
citizehs of Mecklenburg county do hereby
dissolve the political bonds which have con-
nected us with the mother country and ab-
solve ourselves from all allegiance to the
British Crown.”

Again, on page 48 of the same volume of
records there is a copy of a letter from the
same Royal Governor to the of Dart-
mouth, dated June 30, 1773, in which he writes:
“The resolves of the committee of Mecklen-
burg which your lordship will find in the
snclosed nowa?nper surpass all the ho
and treasonable publications that the In-
flammatory spirit of this country has yet
{)roduoed. ere again the Governor fails
o refer to the resolves of the thirty-first.

They, instead of being treasonable, ex-
pressly set forth in their preamble that
their intention is merely “To provide in
some degree for the exigencies of this
conntry in the present alarming 2
which “alarming period, ” the same rumb!e
declares, was brought about by land’s
suspending “all laws and commissions con-
firmed b* or derjv from the authority
of the King and Parliament.” On the
contrary the declaration of Ma{ 20 teems
with treason in Resolve 3, where it proclaims
“That we do hereby declare ourselves 1
free and independent fPeoplo." A carefu
reading of the “Thirty-first Resolves” shows
that in them the American laws are annull
by Great Britain, while the Governor de-
olares that in the grooeedln 8 he saw in
print the laws are abrogated by the people
of Mecklenburg county.

() on gazes 144 and 145, Volume X.,
of the North Carolina records a copy of &
proclamation issued by this King's Gov-
ewgr on August 8, 1775, in which be recites;
“Whereas I have also seen a most infamous
publication in the Cape Fear Mercury im-
porting to be resolves of a set of people
styling themselves a committee for the
county of Mecklenburg, most traitorously
declaring the entire dissolution of the laws,
government and constitution of this coun-
try,” &c. No doubter of the genuineness
of the Mecklenburg declaration is willing
to admit tbat the “Thirty-first Resolves
declare the entire dissolution of the laws and
government. of this country, as that would

@ to acknowledge them to be a declaration
of independence, something they insist was
never made at Charlotte.

The entire dissolution of the government,
however, is declared in Resolve 4 of the
declaration in the lollowln? language:
“That the Crown of Great Britain cannot
be considered hereafter as holding any
rights, privileges or immunities amongst
us.”

To recapitulate: The Royal Governor
on June 25, 1775, charges the committee of
Mecklenburg with “explicitly renouncing
obedience to his Majestrﬂ Government.”

On June 30, five days later, he writes that
the proceedings of the delegates at Char-
lotte are “horrid and treasonable.” In the
followlnf August he denounces the people
of Mecklenburg county for “declaring the
entire dissolution of the laws, government
and constitution of this country.”

In the ‘)reamble of the “Thirty-first Re-
solves” the people conceive all laws and
commissions derived from the authority of
the King and Parliament to be annulled, not
by citizens of Mecklenburg county but by
British authority; while the overnor
asserts that in the proceedings he saw pub-
lished the connection with the Crown of
Great Britain is dissolved by the men of
Mecklenburg. These are some of the rea-
sons why the people of North Carolina
believe a declaration of independence was
adopted at Charlotte on May 10-20, 1775.

GEORGE W. GRAHAM.

CHARLOTTE, N. C., April 5.

Notes From Abroad.

Japanese are employed in many Chinese schools
as teachers of Western music. Graduates in a
Chinese girls' school In Shanghal recently sur-
prised the American guests with their proficlency
on the violin and plano.

Coupon tickets are now issued by the Siberian
Rallway for all the principal places of Interest
in China, Japan, Corea, Manchuria and the Far
East generally.

The Prince Regent of China wantsa Government
newspaper to “find out the opinion of the public
on the policy of the Government from time to
time.”

China will not in future send any diplomatic
representatives to other countries who are not
conversant with the language of the country,

The recent graduation of a class of Filipino
physicians from the Phillppine Medical School
marks an epoch in the higher educational work
of the American Government in the Philippines.
Fllipino women are also in hospital tralning as
nurses.

Great Britain's coal output in 1908 shows a de-
crease of 2.35 per cent., or 6,308,473 tons.

The Government of Australia I8 having two
torpedo boat destroyers bulilt in Scotland and is
bullding a third in Australla.

The Parllament of Canada has authorized a
Joan of $10,000,000 to the Grand Trunk Pacific
Raliway to complete the prairie section from
Winnipeg to Wolf Creek, 870 mliles.

In the eleven months ended February the
revenues of Canada decreased $11,007,000, but
increases are now steadily expected.

British India’'s ralilway expenditure for 10609-10
has been cut down from $62,500,000 to $50,000,000.
Earnings have decsgased cnormously the last
twelve months.

Indlans and Chinese Iin Slam, British subjects,
protest agalnst the Anglo-Slamese treaty,

There 18 4 row on in Germany because the
Government has sold for bullding purposes
portions of the Grilnewald, the magnificent pub-
e forest near Berlin: The lands 80 suitable
would sell for $250,000,000, though only $9,000,000
worth have been sold so far. The money Is to be
used for aflorestation elsewhere,

British cocoa firms have decided not to use
any more cocoa from the Portuguese Islands of
Sao Thomé and Principe because of the [l treat-
ment of the natives laboring on the plantations.

Belglum's complete system of narrow gauge
steam rallways connecting all the towns and vii-
lages with the main centres Is being electrified,

Hides.
They're tinkering the tariff, Jake,
They do it now and then,
And claim It's always for the sake
01 us poor workingmen.

And so they wrangle, hedge and bluf,
Untll the tariff laws

Are back In place, not changed enough
Todull thelr teeth and claws.

They 're foxy, Jake. Justwalt and see
When thelr big bluff Is through
The unprotected hides will be
The ones on me and you.

The lumber treated most unkind,
When all Is done and sald,

Will be the wood they always find
In the consumer’'s head.

But when the tarlff war subsides
We'll never wag a chin

If they’ll protect with other hides
The poor consumer’s skin.

A, F, Dyux.

THE NATIVES OF INDIA,

Social Extravagances Declared Not t,
Be the Cause of Their Poverty.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SuN—Sir; Sonia
remarks in a recent letter to Tue Sy
ascribed the poverty of the nativesof Indiy
in part to extravagance lavished on weq.
dings and funerals, This is an old charg,
generally believed, and, like giving a dos
a bad name, it seems to put the accusa
beyond the pale of sympathy: but [ thn
careful Inquiry does not substantiaste (p,
charge. Mr. 8. 8. Thorburn, formeryy
Commissioner of the Punjab, reported 0t
742 familles only in three instances wys
marriage extravagance the cause of thej
serious indebtedness. This inquiry shows
that the common idea about the extrava.
gance on marriage is not supported .,
evidence.”

Take a report from the commission o
inquiry into the causes of riots in the [)ec.
can:

“The result of the commission's Inquiry shows
that undue prominence has been given to the ¢y
penditure on marriage and other festivals as 1
cause of the ryot's indebtedness. The expeng
ture on such occaslons may undoubtedly be cajjeq
extravagant when compared with the ryqry

but the occur seldom, and prop.
ably in a course of years the total sum spent |y
this way Is not larger than a man In his positigy
Is justified in spending on soclal and domest
pleasures.

From the Madras Presidency there arp
official records of 86,396 people obtaining
loans of the moner lenders in 1889. 1800 ang
1891. Of these only 3,025 persons borrowed
for marriage expenses; that is, 43-3 per
cent. of the total number seeking loans,
“Prosperous British India,” p. 327,

As tothe kindred charge of shiftlessness
80 zenerdlﬁmade and credited, let me quote
from Mr. Romesh C. Dutt: “The peasan;
is the most sober, the most frugal, most

rudent Puunc on the face of the earth. "

he For nig:lly Review for August, 1897
says: “Per no man is more thoroughly
acquainted with the political, social and
economic conditions of India_or a higher
.umoritr on the same than Mr. Romesh
C. Dutt, late president of the Indian Nationa|
Congress.” r. Dutt {8 now Finance Min.
ister of the ﬂouﬂlhln{osnte of Baroda,.

Mr. White, oollector and magistrate,
T he poep, G et L

ustrio s or , &
he does work hard.” -

W. Chaplin, collector in Madras, testified
before a commission of inqulri/: “I have
always formed & good olpinlon of the pative
character generally. - think they will
bear an vantageous comparison with
the natives of any country in the world."

or-General Sir L. Smith, K.C. B,, teati-
fying before ths same committee, said:
“I think, considering the disadvantages
they ve been under man{ years, they
are a very g people, and in my opinjon
they have been greatly belied by all who
have written abou’ them.”

Permit me to add that it is hard to raview
R tera o that ChiisuAY Beans bave by

gnation ristian people have
Lrou(hc to draw from the cradle and :he:
d

r
grave reproaches ayainst this unfortunate
geople‘. to demand of them a restraint on
he occurrence of birth, marriage and death,
when the heart t i3 capable of emotion
n}usc be moved beyond the ordlnnribounds
of expression. WERDE LicHT,
AIKEN, 8.°C., April 8.

SAFETY IN THE STREETS.

Punish Bad Motorists. but Clear the
Highways for Thelr Proper Use.

To THE EDITOR OF THE S8UN—Sir: Byall
means punish’ the reckless autoist, the
speed maniac and the joy riding chauffeur,
Make the penalty for a second offence in.
variably a prison sentence, with confisca-
tion of the license. Add a good long term
for the auto driver caught under the in.
fluence of liquor. Make the street cross.
ings safe for pedestrians. . But how about
the careful, considerate and watchful auto
drivers? Have they mno rights the public
is bound to.respect? Are they not en-
titled to protection?

How about the children who take pos.
session of our streets and monopolize them
for playgrounds; who play marblesg, shinny,
tag and baseball on our thoroughfares, or

0 staggering about on roller skates; who
mpudently and in a spirit of bravado stand,
arms akimbo, in the very roads of traflic,
and refuse to budge? I[s it not difficull
enough for the décent and careful driver
to steer his wav safely through the traffc
without having to contend with this nu-
sance, which is steadily on the {increase
and which is not tolerated in any European
city? Why do the police not do their dury
in regard to this particular violation of
traffic rules?

Why i8 it not as much the duty of the
Police Commissioner to issue orders abat-
ing this infraction of a city ordinance as
it is to direct his agents “to arrest those

ilty of violating a speed regulation by
the fraction of a second”"? Go through the
side streets east and west, or even on upper
Broad way, where a boy was killed but afew
days ago while recklessly chasing a strav
ball, and see how those trespassers obstruct
traffic and invite destruction, refusing (o
pa{ attention to danger signals.

f I wereon a jury trying a driver of an
vehicle, automobile or other, for running
down a mipor in the middle of a street, i
that child were using the street as a pla' -
ground, unless it were shown that the
driver was guilty of gross negligence, |
would absolutely refuse to conviet. Let
the laws be enforced, but let them be en-
forced impartially, and let the police he
directed to protect the rights of ali lav
abiding citizens, includin% the automobil®

rivers. Then we shall have a material
reduction in the number of casualties.

NEw York, April 7. ALBERT

The First American Naval Victory.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SOoN—Sir: I don't
think the statement contained In the report from
Albany in connection with the propesed plan to
ralse the Royal Savage from the waters of Lake
Champlain that it was General Benedict Arnold
who fought the “first naval engagement of the
Revolution” should pass unchallenged.

As ls well known, the first naval engagement
of our revolutionary war was fought on June 11,
1775, oft Machlas, Me., by Morris O'Brien and his
six sons. Nor was it a doubtful victory like that
of Arnold on Champlaln, for the gallant Trishman
whipped the British to a standstill and made
them strike thelr colors. Cooper in his “History
of the Navy” (Volume 1., pago 45) refers to the
Machias affair as “the Lexington of the ‘eea,” for.
“like that celebrated conflict, it was a rising of
the people agalnst a regular force, was charac
terized by a long chase, a bloody struggle and 2
triumph.”

Arnold's advent on Champlain was in October.
1776, and Senator Henry W. Hill, who is supposed
to have made the above statement, should kno¥
very well that there were several naval engage:
ments fought before that time.

New YORK, April 7. W. J. O'BRIBN.

Youngest War Governor.
F'rom the Boston Transcript.

The question having been recently ralsed i
connection with the serfous ilIness of ex-Govergor
Holbrook of Vermont as to the number of war
Governors stlll living, some ungertainty has beed
expressed as to what has become of Samuel J.
Crawford of Kansas. An Inquiry discloses that
he Is making his home on a fine farm near Baxter
Springs In that State, but that he usually pasees
his winters in Washington. He was elected (104
ernor of iKansas when less than 30 years old, Thi3
was In 1884, and he served until 1869, when bt
resigned a few months before the cnd of hls
term to accept a military commission uniter
Custer. He had been a Colonel in the civil war
and was nominated In a Republican con:ention
near the war's close Jargely by the Influence 0

the soldler delegates from the ariny on the (100
tler. He became the third Governor of the 514"
and is alse oné of three llving war Goyornos

As the youngest of the group, In the N"}’“"
course of events he Is llkely to become tie la
survivor of that honored fellowship

Missouri Chivalry.

From the Chula News.
Last week, while on a visit at Hale, J. ' llar?
was out reviewing the little city and stepped (10
one of the leading stores. Among other things
In the store 1s a model representing a youug i 1
dressed In the helght of fashion. On elther sit¢
of this falr model is a swinging mirror. Jist 3
Uncle Joo was passing the glasses moved o Lt
and, as he supposed It was the young lady howin
to him, he quickly faced about, tipped his hat ;mvl
bowed 80 low that his friends fear he spraiuct 113
spinal column. ’

The First Lockout.
Adam had just put the blame on Eve. |
“1 am t00 early 10 put 1t up to the Senaw.
explalned. .
Herewith all agreed he had done his best nncts
the circumstances.

»

]

The Ithaca Spinning Circle
Penelope occupled herself in spinning » -1 i
“Ulysses will need it If he tells me that defalnd

at the ofMice story,” she explained.

ol .

Grimly she continued ber task.




